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Issue overview

Welcome to the second issue of the fifth vol-
ume of the AI Matters Newsletter. We have
exciting news from SIGAI Vice-Chair Sanmay
Das: ”We are delighted to announce that the
first ever ACM SIGAI Industry Award for Excel-
lence in Artificial Intelligence will be awarded
to the Decision Service created by the Real
World Reinforcement Learning Team from Mi-
crosoft! The award will be presented at IJ-
CAI 2019. For more on the award and the
team that received it, please see https://sigai.
acm.org/awards/industry award.html.”

This issue opens with our interview series,
where Marion Neumann interviews Leslie
Pack Kaelbling, a Professor of Computer Sci-
ence and Engineering at MIT and founder of
the Journal of Machine Learning Research.

In our regular columns, we have a summary
of upcoming AI conferences and events from
Michael Rovatsos. Todd Neller’s educational
column is dedicated to a Magic: The Gather-
ing dataset that provides interesting opportu-
nities for exploring research questions on data
science and ML. In the policy column, Larry
Medsker summarizes recent AI related initia-
tives and discusses new jobs in the AI future.

This issue features the first set of winning es-
says from the 2018 ACM SIGAI Student Es-
say Contest, with the second set of winning
essays to appear in the next issue. In addi-
tion to having their essay appear in AI Mat-
ters, the contest winners received either mon-
etary prizes or one-on-one Skype sessions
with leading AI researchers.

In the regular contributed papers, our editors
Cameron Hughes and Tracey Hughes pro-
pose potential metrics for commercial AI.

We close with our (now regular) entertainment
column, an AI generated crossword puzzle by
Adi Botea. You can also find the solution to
the puzzle from the previous issue.
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Submit to AI Matters!
Thanks for reading! Don’t forget to send
your ideas and future submissions to AI
Matters! We’re accepting articles and an-
nouncements now for the next issue. De-
tails on the submission process are avail-
able at http://sigai.acm.org/aimatters.

Amy McGovern is co-
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