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This section features brief reports from recent
events sponsored or run in cooperation with
ACM SIGAI.

IEEE/ACM International Conference on
Automated Software Engineering
(ASE2020)
Online, September 21-25, 2020
https://conf.researchr.org/home/ase-2020
The ASE conference is the premier research
forum for Automated Software Engineering.
Each year, it brings together researchers and
practitioners from academia and industry to
discuss foundations, techniques, and tools for
automating the analysis, design, implementa-
tion, testing, and maintenance of large soft-
ware systems.

Key objectives for ASE 2020 were to:

• Host a very high quality scientific pro-
gramme

• Attract industry practitioners to the partici-
pate in the event

• Build industry/academic collaboration
• Develop students and junior faculty in the

ASE community
• Support various networking and exchange

of ideas for ASE community members

ASE 2020 was supposed to be held in Mel-
bourne Australia at the Arts Centre, 21-25
September 2020. However, the COVID-19
pandemic meant the organizing committee,
ACM and IEEE agreed it must be held in fully
virtual mode. This was due to closure of the
Australian borders to international arrivals and
a stage 4 lockdown in the state of Victoria dur-
ing the conference week.

ASE 2020 used the Whova platform to run
the conference virtually. It ended up with 400
attendees in total – significantly higher than
previous years in-person – and run 4 work-
shops, 4 tutorials, 3 keynotes, had almost 150
main conference paper presentations, and a
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variety of on-line networking events. These
included early career researcher networking,
doctoral symposium, PhD student develop-
ment, industry/academic collaboration, 3 ask-
me-anything sessions with senior ASE com-
munity members, a Women in ASE work-
shop, and interactive lightening talk/demo ses-
sions for posters and tool demonstrations.
Post-conference videos of talks, where au-
thor permission was given, are now hosted on
the ACM YouTube channel with a ASE2020
playlist.

Overall the conference was successful, as
highlighted in the post-conference survey.

2020 ACM International Conference on
Intelligent Virtual Agents
Online, October 20-22, 2020
https://iva2020.psy.gla.ac.uk
The 2020 ACM International Conference on
Intelligent Virtual Agents, (IVA) was the 20th
meeting of the interdisciplinary conference. It
was originally planned to be hosted at the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, Scotland but was instead
hosted online

IVA is the leading scientific forum for present-
ing research on the modeling, development
and evaluation of Intelligent Virtual Agents
(IVAs) with a specific focus on communica-
tive abilities and social behavior. IVAs are
interactive characters that exhibit human-like
qualities including communicating using nat-
ural human modalities such as facial expres-
sions, speech and gesture. IVAs are also ca-
pable of real-time perception, cognition, emo-
tion and action that allows them to participate
in dynamic social situations.

The specific focus of IVA 2020 was to further
increase participation, submissions and inter-
disciplinary participation. The special theme
of the conference was Exploring Connections
across Disciplines. The goal was to explore
connections between scientific communities
interested in IVAs but often not participating
in joint forums, specifically AI/Computer Sci-
ence, Robotics and Psychology. IVA 2020
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undertook several strategies to realize these
goals, including allowing abstract only submis-
sions to receive full presentations in order to
encourage psychologists to participate with-
out negatively impacting their ability to publish
a journal article and putting together a highly
Interdisciplinary list of Invited speakers includ-
ing a researcher in human-robot interaction, a
neuroscientist, and a panel Artists/Architects
using AI to realize interactive work. Specifi-
cally,

• AI Powered Interactive Art/Architecture
Panel
– Behnaz Farahi, Ph.D.: Emotive Matter:

Affective Computing from Fashion to Ar-
chitecture

– Güvenç Özel: Persuasion Machines:
Networked Architectures in the Age of
Surveillance Capitalism

• Professor Jodi Forlizzi: HRI and HAI: Merg-
ing Perspectives from Two Fields

• Professor Lars Muckli: Emotions and other
contextual signals in early visual cortex and
the computational role for AI

Despite the Covid-19 crisis, attendance and
submission were higher than usual, interdis-
ciplinary participation was much higher than
the norm. IVA 2020 was complimented on the
social interaction, the interdisciplinary partici-
pation and the invited talks.

Louise Dennis is the
Conference Coordination
Officer for ACM SIGAI,
and a faculty member at
the University of Manch-
ester. Her research
is in Verification of Au-
tonomous Systems, Cog-
nitive Agents and Ma-
chine Ethics. Contact her

at louise.dennis@manchester.ac.uk.
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